
Your Dwelling Place 
Is It Where It Should Be? 



 

Welcome 

 A new time has come for all of us. A New Year has come. A chance at something new 

awaits and as we think about our faith, we look at not only where we’ve been, but also where 

we are and where we are going. I am so excited about this devotional. This one has been put on 

my heart over the past month and as the Lord developed it, I could not help but be thankful to 

get the chance to put it together. 

 Where do you live? What is your dwelling place in life? We take so much time and 

spend so much money on making our homes a place where we are at peace and at rest. We 

have the furniture, the colors of the walls carefully chosen, and the extra pillows just for deco-

rative purposes. The home is the dwelling place, where we spend more time than anywhere 

else in this world. But the question is what is the dwelling place of our soul? Where is it that 

our soul finds rest? 

 The Bible talks a lot about where our soul is to dwell, or abide, as well as where we 

should be living each day. Too often, we get so ensnared by the tactics of the Devil that we for-

get that this world is not our home and if we are looking for peace to come from this world, we 

are looking in the wrong place! So, for this devotional, we look to the dwelling place, where 

we long to be and what it is to be like. Let’s find the place where we find our hope, where our 

souls find rest and peace, and where our joy is complete. Here’s a hint…it’s in Jesus! 



 

February 17th Sermon 

The focal passage for today is Psalm 23. Such a beautiful Psalm reminds us of the presence 

of God. Yet, far too often, we read through it so fast that we neglect to see what it teaches us. 

Why should our dwelling place be with the Lord? 

He ____________ us – Psalm 23:1 

He gives us ____________ - Psalm 23:2 

He __________________ us – Psalm 23:2,3 

He is our source of ______________ - Psalm 23:3 

He is _______________ us – Psalm 23:4 

He _________________ us – Psalm 23:4 

 

In life we look for that which we need. We search for that which will fulfill and as David 

wrote this psalm, he found that the place where all he ever needed was in the Lord. What 

was his response? 

 

What verse in John shows that Peter had such an understanding of the dwelling place of the 

Lord? 

 

What does that verse teach us? 

 



 

Day 1 

The Shepherd 

 Ever heard a voice that brings comfort to you, just in hearing the voice? Such could be 

said about David and the voice of the Lord. He said that the Lord was his shepherd in Psalm 

23:1 and that there was nothing that he lacked. The shepherd takes care of His flock, warding 

off threats, ensuring that the necessities of life are there when needed. 

 Jesus called Himself the shepherd as well. Read John 10:7-18 and think about why we 

should long to be in the presence of the Lord. Take a moment to answer these questions after 

you read about the Good Shepherd and how in His presence is where we want to be. 

What does Jesus say about why He came in verse 10? 

 

What do you think is an abundant life? 

 

What does Jesus say He will do for the sheep in verse 15? 

 

 As you see that, think for a moment about whether you would rather spend your time in 

the worldly things of today or in the presence of Jesus. The world will not do for us what Jesus 

has done and cannot give to us what Jesus gives. 



 

Day 2 

 Life can be exhausting. From work to things to do around the home, we live over-

packed and overscheduled lives. Just when we think we are getting caught up, something 

else arises and we are fighting once again to catch our breaths. The world will always re-

quire more. There will always be another task that needs to be done and there will always 

be another expectation to fulfill. The beauty of our dwelling place being with the Lord is 

that He is different. 

 David wrote in Psalm 23 that the Lord allows him to lie down in green pastures. He is 

speaking of the rest that the Lord calls us into. One of the Ten Commandments is a call 

from God for us to rest, to stop working and find time to breathe. God, rather than demand-

ing that we do more, says that we need time to rest. Read Matthew 11:28-30 and answer 

these questions. 

What does it mean when Jesus says to come to Him? 

 

How does laying our worries and burdens at the feet of Jesus help us to find rest? 

 

How many times in those few verses does Jesus mention rest? 

 

 Rather than wearing yourself out today, come into the presence of the Lord and lay 

down that which weighs you down. The Lord longs for you to find rest and the place where 

you will find rest is in Him. 



 

Day 3 

 Have you ever felt like you were just wandering around in circles? Perhaps it seemed 

like you were trying to move forward but you only seemed to end up in the same place. It is 

easy to find ourselves directionless in life. We get into a routine and continue it over and 

over, never really growing closer to where we are called to be.  

 David pointed out the guidance of the Lord in the 23rd Psalm. He said that the Lord 

“leads me beside the quiet waters” and “leads me along the right paths”. Such a truth re-

minds us that the Lord can lead us to a place of calm and the Lord will always lead us to 

where He wants us to be. Instead of wandering, we can worship. Instead of meandering, we 

can walk in the meaningful. Today, take a moment to read Psalm 61 today. It is a great in-

sight into the Lord being the dwelling place for the soul. 

Where does David ask the Lord to lead him in Psalm 61:2? 

 

What does he say that God has been for him in Psalm 61:3? 

 

Where does David say that he will live in Psalm 61:4? 

 

 When we are led by the Lord, we find a refuge for our souls. We find that He is our 

source of strength and our guidance and we call upon Him to take us to a higher place, to 

lead us up to where we are to be. He becomes our dwelling place as we live in His tent for-

ever. 

 



 

Day 4 

 We need renewal in life, don’t we? We struggle and need a renewal of energy. Some-

times, we get so off course that we need a renewed vision in life. There are even times 

where we are desperate for a new life because the life that we lived has gone off the rails. 

Praise the Lord that His mercies are new every day! Today, we look at how, in the presence 

of the Lord, when He is our dwelling place, He renews our lives in a way that only He can. 

 David declared in Psalm 23:3 that the Lord renews his life. Nothing else and no one 

else can do that for us. Most of what the world does is take from our lives, but the Lord is 

renewing us day by day and hour by hour when He is our dwelling place. Take a few mo-

ments to read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 and take a moment to reflect on these questions. 

What does this Scripture say about being a new creation – if anyone is what? 

 

What does it mean to be “in Christ”? 

Knowing that God has made you new in Jesus, that the old things have passed away, how 

does that help you to let go of the past? 

 

 You are a new creation. In being that new creation, your soul longs for that which 

fills it up, that which can only be found in the presence of God. Live in the world and the 

world will empty you out. The general work of Satan is to deplete you of life. But in the 

presence of the Lord, He renews and our lives and as a result, our cup overflows. 



 

Day 5 

 Have you ever just needed someone to be with you? Maybe it was when you received 

some bad news. Perhaps it was a day that, for some reason, you just felt all alone. There is 

no doubt that life can be lonely at times, especially in a world that is seeking to get what it 

needs to get before worrying about anyone else. All of us need someone to be there, in 

times of rejoicing, in times of sorrow, in times of uncertainty, and in times of struggle. That 

very fact is what makes Psalm 23:4 so incredibly powerful. 

 David says that even in the darkest valley, or the valley of the shadow of death, he is 

not afraid because the Lord is with him. He is not alone. When our dwelling place is with 

the Lord, we realize that we are never alone. Not for a minute. Not for a second. We are 

walking through life with the Author of life and in that assurance, we have nothing to fear. 

Read James 4:7-10 and think about these questions. 

What does James say will happen if we draw near to God? 

 

Does that mean that God wants us to be in His presence? 

 

Who does James say that we are to submit to? 

 

 When we submit to God and draw closer to Him, we are dwelling with the Lord as 

we resist the Devil who tries to keep us away from God. Satan knows that the Christian 

who spends time with the Lord is the hardest Christian for him to tear down. Satan knows 

that when we make the Lord our dwelling place, we find all we need and reject the things of 

this world that we do not need. 



 

Day 6 

 Only one knows how to truly comfort us. The Lord understands us, knows the pain we 

have felt and the fears that grip us daily. The Lord understands how to put life in perspective 

for each of us, providing the comfort that we need, a comfort that is lasting beyond the day. 

The beauty of the Lord is not only that He is there, but also that He cares. Sometimes, we get 

so broken down that we wonder if anyone truly cares. The cross of Jesus shows how much 

God truly cares. 

 David said in Psalm 23 that the rod and the staff of the Lord bring comfort to Him. The 

strength of the Lord gives us comfort because He is mightier than that which we are facing. 

Today, we want to be reminded that when we need comfort, the presence of the Lord is the 

place to where we should all run, finding the comfort for the soul that we need. Take a few 

moments today to read Isaiah 41:10 and be comforted by those words as you answer these 

questions. 

What doubts, fears, troubles, and uncertainties are you facing today? 

 

What are the first eight words of Isaiah 41:10? 

 

What does the Lord say He will do for you in these verses? 

 

 Isn’t it comforting to think about what God says and how He says it. He will hold on to 

us. He will strengthen us. He will help us as He is our God! He is undefeated and He is mighty 

and the comfort of Isaiah 41:10 reminds us that He is stronger than those things we are facing 

today. 



 

February 24th Sermon 

 The focal passage for today comes from Philippians 4:1-9. We learn today about the 

dwelling place of the mind. What is it that we think about? What are those things that we 

dwell on each day? Paul tells the Philippians what they need to be thinking about and how to 

go about changing their mindset so that it will change their lives. 

What do you normally dwell on? 

 

What are the results of dwelling on the negative and on the hurtful for long periods of time? 

 

In Philippians 4:8, what things are listed that should be the things that we dwell on? 

 

What is the result of dwelling on the true, honorable, just, etc.? 

 



 

Day 8 

 Too often, we are fixated on what is wrong in life. We think about what has not gone 

the way that we planned, and we obsess over what may or may not be in the future. The mis-

takes of the past become the shackles of the day and the disappointments of yesterday be-

come the expectations of tomorrow. As we dwell on all these things, we miss the beauty of 

what is, that which we have in Christ. Satan loves when our minds are consumed with every-

thing that we don’t have, all that we have done wrong, and all that has gone wrong because in 

that mindset, we become bitter and motionless. 

 So today, let’s refocus. Let’s clean out the junk that has weighed down our minds and 

fill our minds with that which is right. Philippians 4:8 says to dwell on what is true. Read 

John 14:6 and then think about these questions today. 

What does Jesus say about the truth? 

 

How can you dwell on Jesus today? 

 

What things has Jesus said that you have seen to be true in your own life? 

 

 Do you see how this begins to change our lives immediately? When I think of Jesus, 

when I take time to consider what He has said and who He is to me, I am uplifted because He 

cares, and He amazes me. Start cleansing the mind by thinking of the One who stands as the 

truth in every generation. 

 



 

Day 9 

 We have a lot to complain about, don’t we? If we sat down and listed out our com-

plaints about life and about other people around us, we would spend a month listed out every 

little thing that isn’t right. Do you know that we do that (complain) more than we praise? To-

day is a day for a mind filled with praise. Rather than what is wrong, we look at what is right 

and every one of us have a reason to praise the Lord today. 

 In Philippians 4:8, Paul wrote that if there be any praise, dwell on it. Rather than dwell-

ing on the bad, focus on the good. Rather than grumble, shout praise to the Lord. For today, I 

want you to take a few minutes to read Psalm 34 and think about these questions. 

What does Psalm 34:1 tell us about how our praise should be? 

 

What are some of the reasons we should praise the Lord that we see in Psalm 34? 

 

What can you praise the Lord for today? 

 

 When we become praise-filled, we honor and glorify the Lord much better than we do 

when we are focused on the wrongs of our lives. The Lord loves to be praised and as His chil-

dren, we should praise Him in the morning, in the afternoon, and at night, for He has blessed 

us in so many ways. What we have in the Lord always outweighs what we think we are lack-

ing in this world! 

 



 

Day 10 

 Did you see the sunset last week? Did you take a moment to stop and see the beauty of 

the snow on the pine trees the last time we had a snowstorm? One of the greatest expressions 

of the beauty of the Lord is witnessed in nature. Whether it be beside a stream in the woods or 

on the side of the mountain or in the church parking lot as the sun is setting on a Sunday even-

ing, there is magnificent beauty when God reveals Himself through creation. Far too often, 

though, we forget to stop and see the beautiful and what a blessing we miss when we neglect to 

stop and see it. 

 Psalm 27 talks about dwelling in the house of the Lord and in doing so, gazing on the 

beauty of the Lord. As we read in Philippians 4:8, whatever is lovely is something that is to be 

dwelt upon by the children of God. Take a few moments to read Psalm 27:1-6 today and then 

reflect on these questions. 

What is the most beautiful thing you have seen in nature? 

 

What did that moment tell you about the majesty of God? 

 

What was David’s one desire in Psalm 27:4? 

 David wanted to be consumed with the presence of the Lord. I encourage you to take 

some time to see the beauty of the Lord, stopping the running of life and seeing how God has 

created such beauty for us to behold. Take a walk in the woods. Sit outside when the sun is 

coming up or going down. Go and listen to the water running by the stream and dwell upon the 

majesty of God, praising Him for being our dwelling place. 



Notes 
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